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Contra Costa College
Course Outline
	Department &Number
	HIST 121
	Number of Weeks

	Course Title
	History of the United States (l865—Present)
	Lecture Hours

	Prerequisite
	None
	Lab Hours

	Co-requisite
	
	Hours By Arrangement

	Challenge Policy
	
	Activity Hours

	Advisory
	
	Units


COURSE/CATALOG DESCRIPTION
This course covers the development of the United States of America after the Civil War. This survey course stresses an understanding of Reconstruction, the growth of big business, and domestic and foreign problems to provide a basis for a comprehensive and intelligent evaluation of current problems.  The cultural, social, economic, geographic, diplomatic, and political factors involved in the evolution of American society are also analyzed through a variety of chronological reports. The historical development of the following national, ethnic, and racial groups such as American Indians, Europeans, Latinos, Africans, and Asians as well as women are also examined.  Not repeatable.

COURSE OBJECTIVE
At the completion of the course the student will be able to:

Demonstrate a basic understanding of the evolution and development of American political, economic, and social institutions.

Critically analyze institutions, events, problems, and changes which occurred within this 17th -

  19th century time period.
COURSE CONTENT: (In detail; attach additional information as needed and include percentage breakdown)

	25
	%
	Methodology-includes tenets of historical research, writing, historiography.

	25
	%
	Special emphasis is placed on U.S. foreign policy and urban history.

Chronological topics: Reconstruction

Transformation of the South and the West

Industrialization:  The business community and labor

Immigration and urban life

Populism/progressivism/The era of reform

Foreign affairs (1890 - 1921)

Culture and politics of the 1920s

The Great Depression and the New Deal

Foreign affairs (since 1921)

Urbanization and problems in the 20th century

	25
	%
	The historical development of the following national, ethnic, and racial groups, such as

American Indians, Europeans, Hispanics, Africans, and Asians are integrated into various areas listed in the above topics.


	
	
	

	25
	%
	The historical development of the treatment of women and women’s movements are also

covered in the various areas listed above.

	
	
	


METHODS OF INSTRUCTION
Lecture

Discussion

Audio-visual presentations

Student collaborative group work

Required readings

Essay questions

Research papers
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS
Textbook Title: Author: Publisher: Edition/Date:
COURSE EXPECTATIONS (Use applicable expectations)

Outside of Class Weekly Assignments
Hours per week
Weekly Reading Assignments Weekly Writing Assignments Weekly Math Problems

Lab or Software Application Assignments

Other Performance Assignments
Assignments:

Writing 1:  Review the documentary “Savagery and the American Indian” and discuss the various strategies 

                   used by the American government to remove American Indians from their land, and also discuss 

                   instances of Indian resistance.  Explain the real meaning of the documentary title, and how the U.S. 

                   actions are seen through modern interpretations.  Also, discuss the significance of the year 1890 and 

                   how this became a pivotal year in the history of U.S. expansion.

Writing 2: Margaret Sanger is the founder of the Birth Control Movement and Planned Parenthood.  Read the 

                 writings of Margaret Sanger in her monthly journal, Birth Control Review.  In a 3-4 page paper 

                 indicate whether you agree or disagree with Sanger’s close association with the Eugenics Movement, 

                 which advocated forced sterilization of the “unfit” citizens.

Writing 3: Read both the speech and essay of Dr. Martin King, Jr. and discuss when he indicates that the Civil 

                 Rights Movement is replaced by the Human Rights phase of the movement.  Also, indicate the 

                 difference between human rights and civil rights.

Reading 1:  Read the textbook and be prepared to discuss at least five reasons why the Reconstruction period 

                   (1865-1877) ended after only twelve years. 

Reading 2:  Read the textbook and be prepared to discuss the main causes of the Great Depression, and evaluate 

                   President Franklin Roosevelt’s “New Deal” policies and if they were effective in ending this 

                   financial crisis.

Research 1: Use the library databases to find a current news article which relates to the course content, and 

                    published in the past 12 months.  The article can be related to any class topic from 1865 to present.  

                    Write a 3-4 page essay summarizing the main points of the article, and then give your response.   

                    When the essay is submitted be prepared to give a 3-4 minute oral presentation summarizing your 

                    article.
STUDENT EVALUATION: (Show percentage breakdown for evaluation instruments)
	70
	%
	Exams to include essay and objective questions.

	30
	%
	Research papers and/or reaction papers.


GRADING POLICY (Choose LG, P/NP, or SC)
	Letter Grade
	
	Pass / No Pass
	
	X
	Student Choice

	90% - 100% = A

80% -  89% = B

70% - 79% = C

60% - 69% = D Below  60% = F
	      70% and above Pass

       Below 70% = No Pass
	
	
	90% - 100% = A

80% -  89% = B

70% - 79% = C

60% - 69% = D Below  60% = F or

	
	
	
	
	70% and above = Pass

	
	
	
	
	Below 70% = No Pass
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CONTRA COSTA COLLEGE Course-Level
Student Learning Outcomes with Assessment Methods and Criteria
Department Name:
Social Sciences
Course Number:
History 121
Course Title:
History of the United States (1865—Present)
Is this course required for completion of a degree, major(s), or certificate program(s)?
X
Yes
No

If yes, which degree/major(s)/certificate program(s)? Degree:
X
AA
AS

Major(s): History
Certificate(s) of Completion:

Certificate of Achievement?           Yes        X    No Certificate of Achievement?           Yes        X    No Certificate of Achievement?           Yes        X    No

Does this course satisfy a GE requirement(s)?
X
Yes
No

If yes, which requirement(s)?

A. Language & Rationality
English Composition
Oral Communication & Critical Thinking

B. Natural Science w/ Lab
H. Physical Education Activity

C. Arts and Humanities
I. Mathematics Proficiency

D. Social Sciences
J. Computer Literacy

F. American Institutions
K. Cultural Pluralism

G. Health Education
L. Information Competency
Intended Outcome
Assessment Method
Assessment Criteria
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Out of ManyAmerica: A History of the American People, combined volume�
�
John Faragher, et al.�
�
Pearson�
�
7th Edition, 2011�
�
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Students will demonstrate


knowledge of the


Reconstruction era.�
Students will answer embedded


questions in tests.�
At least 70% of the students will answer


embedded test questions correctly.�
�
Students will demonstrate


knowledge of the 13th


Amendment.�
Students will answer embedded


questions in tests.�
At least 70% of the students will answer


embedded test questions correctly.�
�
Students will demonstrate


knowledge of the Great


Depression era.�
Students will answer embedded


questions in tests.�
At least 70% of the students will answer


embedded test questions correctly.�
�
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